Alexander and the Hellenistic Age


Subject:  Global Studies I

Benchmark:  Parthenon

Standards: 2A, 2B, 2C, 2D

TOPIC:  Alexander and the Hellenistic Age 

MAJOR IDEA:  Alexander the Great, 356 BC – 323 BC, created a vast Greek empire that united western and eastern lands.  His conquests spread Greek culture throughout the region and included parts of Egypt, Persia, and Greece.  Alexander’s tutor was Aristotle.

SUGGESTED AIMS:

· Who was Alexander the Great?  What was his background?  Why was he considered “great”?  What were his accomplishments?
· Where was Macedonia?  Why wasn’t it part of Greece?  What natural barrier kept Macedonia isolated?
· What was the Persian Empire?  Who were its rulers?  What system of government was in place?  What was the basis of their economy?
· Why did Alexander wish to conquer the Persian Empire?  What reasons do societies wish to expand and exert their hegemony?  What examples in American history are there of expansion of land and sphere of influence?
· What Greek influences can be seen in the architecture of the regions conquered by Alexander?  How did the vernacular architecture of these regions influence Greek architecture?  What are examples of cross-pollination of architectural styles?
· Aside from architecture, how else did Greek culture manifest itself in the lands conquered by Alexander the Great?  How is the Greek influence evident in literature, art, philosophy, science, math, government, and science?  
· What does a study of Alexander the Great teach us about city planning?  What are the characteristics of a city plan?  What elements do planned cities share?  
· What is meant by Hellenistic culture?  Which cultures are represented in Hellenistic culture?  What are the elements of those cultures that are borrowed to create Hellenism?  Are there other cultures that are the result of an amalgam of many cultures?
· What is the difference between a military city and a “civilian” city?  Many of Alexander’s cities throughout the Mediterranean were planned for military purposes.  What features in their plans indicate this fact?  What special buildings were constructed that might not be included in a “civilian” city?
VISUAL EXAMPLES:

· Map of Alexandria (Egypt)

· Map of lands conquered by Alexander

· Contemporary map

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:

· Write a report describing any changes to the use of the Parthenon during the Hellenistic Age.  How did the influx of new cultural influences affect the Greeks’ use of the Parthenon?
· Choose a work of literature, art, or architecture of the Hellenistic Age.  Make a chart that indicates influences from the Greek world, Persian world, and Egyptian world.  
· Students may imagine that they are members of Alexander’s army.  Keep a diary of where they travel, what they see, whom they encounter.  Describe in accurate detail the buildings, landmarks, cities, structures, people, foods, sculptures, manner of dress, etc. that they encounter as they make their way with Alexander.
· Construct a timeline of Alexander’s conquests.  
· Analyze the city plan of an ancient planned city.  Compare it to a modern city.  What system of streets is employed?  Are buildings grouped according to use?  Was growth regulated or organic?  What pattern did growth take?  Are cities planned today?  Why or why not?  What is an example of a modern planned city?  Why are cities planned today?  Why did Alexander plan cities?
· Visit the Metropolitan Museum of Art to see their Greek collection, as well as their Egyptian collection (from the Hellenistic era) and their Babylonian collection.  Students may write an essay about a particular work of art.
· Discuss the qualities that Alexander had that made him “great.”  What other leaders in history can students think of who share these qualities?  What are the qualities that make a leader “great”?
RESOURCES:
· http://www.museum.upenn.edu/Greek_World/Land_time/Hellenistic.html Hellenistic period.  Includes information about land and times; early life; economy; and religion and death.

· www.wsu.edu:8080/~dee/GREECE/HELLGREE.HTM Hellenistic Greece.

· www.anchist.mq.edu.au/222/hellage.htm Hellenistic Age Outline Chronology.

HOMEWORK:

· Many of the cities founded by Alexander were named Alexandria.  Have students write a research report about any of these other Alexandrias.  (e.g., the one in Afghanistan.)  What are they called today?  What happened to these cities?  Are there any Greek ruins remaining?  What Greek buildings stood at one time?

· Design a planned city according to Ancient Greek principles.  What will the name of the city be?  Will the streets be arranged according to an orthogonal plan?  How will the major axes be oriented?

· Prepare a list of all the achievements in science, math, and medicine that occurred during the Hellenistic Age.

[image: image1.png]msev Py
Harbour




Present-day Alexandria, Egypt
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Alexander the Great’s Empire
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